Video transcript: Romance scam – Stevie’s Scam School

Description: A woman in a garish 1970s-style knit jumper puckers her lips in a kiss, while love heart graphics float through the screen.

Sound effect: Kiss

Announcer: Meet thousands of single women looking for you.
Description: The image of the woman ‘falls’ off the screen and behind it we see a dodgy man dressed in 1970s-style attire. He is in a 1970s office with diplomas and certificates on the wall. 
Voice over: Wait! This could be a scam.

Title: Welcome to Stevie’s Scam School 
Music: Solo, keyboard music playing in the background.

Voice over sings: Welcome to my school. Stevie’s Scam School. Yeah, great.
Description: Stevie walks to a wall with many framed certificates. A close up of one of the framed certificates show that Stevie has been awarded as a ‘Reformed Scam Artist’.
Voice over: Hello. My name is Stevie, the reformed scam artist, and I’m here to teach you how to avoid being scammed.
Description: Stevie walks to a blackboard. A close up of the blackboard displays the title ‘the romance scam’.
Voice over: For today’s lesson, I present to you ‘The Romance Scam’. 

Description: Stevie makes the ‘OK’ sign with one hand, then the shape of a heart with both hands.

Voice over: Now be careful of this one, ’cause it’s a real heart breaker. Listen up.
Description: We see a computer screen showing a ‘Love matchn’ website, then a keyboard as a woman’s hands type.
Voice over: I’d log into online dating sites and set up a number of fake profiles.
Description: The computer screen shows a dating profile for a handsome man named Lorenzo.
Voice over: Some days, I was ‘Lorenzo’.
Description: Now we see Stevie wearing a blue wig.

Voice over: Other days, I was a bored university student named Courtney.
Description: The computer screen shows a montage of profile photos from dating sites.
Voice over: I’d pinch a photo from the internet and make myself look very attractive. 

Description: We zoom in and out of a close-up of Stevie as he raises his eyebrows flirtatiously.
Voice over: Not hard for a bloke like me, I know!
Description: Stevie walks through the office picking up a bouquet of flowers and a toy bear. 

Voice over: From there, I’d build up a “relationship” with people, sometimes over several months. I’d send flowers, bears, and even write love poems and emails.
Description: Now we see a man dressed in stereotypically French attire, with a French flag on the wall.
Voice over: Sometimes, I’d even get my mate Antoine to give them a call with his smooth French accent – “Hoh, hoh, hoh, Bonjour Madam, hoh hoh.” 
Description: Stevie makes an ‘OK’ sign with one hand.

Voice over: Made it seem real legit! Once I had ‘em falling for me – I mean er, ‘Lorenzo’…
Description: We see Stevie flying in an old-fashioned biplane.
Voice over: I’d tell ‘em I needed money for flights, so I could jet off and go meet ‘em.

Description: We see Stevie back in the office as some cash flies from a computer into his hand, where we see a ‘BOOM’ graphic.

Voice over: They’d transfer me the money and BOOM…

Description: Now we see Stevie and Antoine in front of the Eiffel tower.

Voice over: ..me and Antoine use your cash for a little holiday to Paris. 

Description: We cut to Stevie in front of the Louvre.

Voice over: Next thing, I’m eating baguettes and checking out the loooove!

Description: We see Stevie back in the office with a wall decoration of Cupid.

Voice over: So be careful out there. Dating sites can be tricky and it can be hard to resist a charmer like me.
Description:  Stevie walks over to an overhead projector and adds transparencies with tips on how to avoid being scammed.

Voice over: Here’s a tip – be wary of profile pictures. If it doesn’t match the description, it could be a fake. And never send money to someone you haven’t met, even if they’ve spoken to you on the phone or sent you gifts. These sneaky shysters go to a lot of effort you know!

Description: Stevie walks through the office. He holds up a jar of dates and pops one in his mouth.

Voice over: Now that you’re all safe to find romance online, you’ll be lining up those hot dates in no time. Mmmm … dates!

Music: Solo, keyboard music playing in the background.
Voice over sings: Stevie’s Scam School. Yeah! Nice!

Title: Protect yourself. Don’t be scammed.
Find out how. Consumer.vic.gov.au/scamschoolconsumer 
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