Video transcript: Investment scam – Stevie’s Scam School

Description: A classifieds newspaper, with a red circle drawn around an advertisement. 

Announcer: Finally, you can work from home, and make hundreds of dollars a day. 

Description: The woman smiles because she thinks she has received the money, then Stevie enters the scene. 

Voice over: Wait a minute! This could be a scam.

Title: Welcome to Stevie’s Scam School 

Music: Solo, keyboard music playing in the background.

Voice over sings: Welcome to my school. Stevie’s Scam School. Yeah, great.

Description: Stevie walks to a wall with many framed certificates. A close up of one of the framed certificates show that Stevie has been awarded as a ‘Reformed scammer’.

Voice over: Hello. My name is Stevie, the reformed scam artist. I’m here to teach you how to avoid being scammed. On with the lesson, shall we? 

Description: Stevie walks to a blackboard. A close up of the blackboard displays the title ‘the investment scam’.

Voice over: Today I present you with the investment scam. This scam’s a shocker, so listen in. 

Description: We see a man with glasses and a very unfashionable skivvy jumper, lifting up a newspaper to read. Behind him lies a table with a teapot on it. 

Voice over: First I’ll put up a cheeky ad about a little get-rich-quick scheme (chuckles).

Description: Stevie standing next to the computer. 

Voice over: Most of the time, it’s a membership site or a piece of software that is guaranteed to correctly predict the outcomes of sports or share trading. Guaranteed bets? Yeah, right! (chuckles).  

Description: The man in the skivvy lifts a telephone to his year. 

Sound effect: Phone ringing. 

Voice over:  When you call, I’ll put on my charm, and rattle off all kinds of gobbledegook. 

Description: The screen splits, on the left the man in the skivvy is holding a phone, and Stevie is to the right holding a phone. 

Voice over (clearing his throat and speaking in a disguised voice): Hi. Yes, I’ve got this amazing new software. It predicts results of horse races based on historical trends and track or horse conditions. Look, you’ll make loads of money, I promise… 

Description: We go back to a full screen of Stevie, who is smiling as he puts the phone down. 

Voice over (back to his normal voice):  (chuckling) … none of it true.

Description: Stevie holding a brochure, then a computer screen showing graphs and the words ‘Investment growth’ written across the bottom. 

Voice over:  I even used to send out fancy little brochures and set up websites with loads of graphs and pie charts to get you all excited about this little investment opportunity. 

Description: Stevie holding a meat pie. 

Voice over: Cant’ blame ya. A bit of pie gets me excited too (chuckles). 

Description: Two racing horse with jockeys race across the screen. 

Voice over (loud): Next thing, you’re losing money on bets based on the very expensive software’s predictions, and realising that the software doesn’t even work!  

Description: The screen shows Stevie on a donkey and holding a bag of money

Voice over:  And I’m galloping off into the distance … with all your cash! See ya! 

Sound effect: Stevie imitating a donkey making an ‘ee, oh’ sound.

Description: Stevie moves in front of a projection screen, which slowly shows tips on how to avoid getting scammed. 

Voice over:  So don’t let strangers pressure you into investment decisions. If you’re interested in an opportunity, ask to be sent some information first, and always seek professional advice. You see, at best, sports betting programs are gambling, at worst, they are scams. Don’t put your money into them. And if you’re unsure about any other investment opportunity, check that the company is registered with ASIC or is a licensed financial advisor at moneysmart.gov.au

Description: Stevie sitting in an expensive-looking red sports car. 

 Voice over: You know, there’s just is no such thing as a get-rich-quick scheme. Seems I’m the only one getting rich off them. 

Description: The screen pulls back to show that the car is sitting on a tow truck. 

Voice over:  Well, the old me anyway. I can’t even afford myself a proper ride these days.  

 Description: The truck pulls away taking the car with it, leaving Stevie on top of the donkey. 

Voice over: Heh, hmmm, heh, hmmm. 

Description: The donkey’s ears flap up and down. 

Music: Solo, keyboard music playing in the background.

Voice over sings: Stevie’s Scam School. Yeah! Nice!

Title: Protect yourself. Don’t be scammed.
Find out how. consumer.vic.gov.au/scamschoolconsumer 
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